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Report on Baker Witness
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WASHINGTON, b, 11 -—

The Defense Deparbmeni 7C7
‘used comment today on wheth-
or the Air Force had originated|
4 memorandum containing dev
rogatory information on a witH
ness in the investigation of Ro-
hort G. Baker.

The memorandum, purporteds
iy signed by Benjamin W
Trridee, speeiad assistant to thd
seerctary of the Adr Force il
charge of manpower and per
sonnel, was circulated confiden
tially last week by Drew Peary
. The mamoerandum went to eds
zon, the newspaper columnist
itors of Tnowspapers carrying,
nis column. The colunins pub
lished Feb. b and 6 containeq
disparaging statements abou
‘Ton ). Leynolds, a principa
witness hefore the Senate Ruleg
Committee. )

Arthur Sylvester, assisiang:
Secretary of Defense for Publi¢
_Affairs, said today that he haq’
no comment on whether sucl
o momorancum exised.

- Yesterday, M Syivester's as
sistant, Nils Lennarison, did no
«deny the existence of e meny
coranduni. Bur he szid that th
Air Torce Sceretary, Xugen
i, Zuckert, had not requeste
that suchh a memorandum b
preparcd. :

Linked to White Houso i

My, Sridge cowld not I+
~cached for comnment today

¥ 1
Secrctary Zuckert was out of
the city anc aides in his officp

would not discuss the incideny.
The Pearson column has beep
linked with an effort by persong
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Tn transmitting his ¥eh, ©
blunan 1o subseribers last weel,
. Pearson appended the fol-
wWing weonfidential note  tof
Hlitors.”

“For your information and
ocanse of possible concern
ver libel in columins on Don B.
beynolds, I am giving for your
rivate information a copy of
n Air Force report on Reyn-
1d='s background. Information
ontained in columns is from
Jarioung sources, though the fol-
Ppwing is a faily good sum-
hary.”

Thore then followed what

NN

onsiderable detail adverse in-
ormation about M. Reynolds
mile he was in the Alr Force
fromn 1941 to approximately
9r.5. ‘e material was gener-
il simliar to what appeared
wo Pearson columns.
ovmation oy this nature
rom-  Govermment personncl
i1es ordinarily carries a high
Locurity rating. The chairman

Tpu -ported to be 2 memorandum |
“feom Mr. Fridge. It set out. inf

¢ the Rules Committee, Sena~
or B. Everett Jordan, Demo-!
Lrat ¢f North Caroling, com-
L inea last weck that the com-
ittee had not had access to
by official data on Mr. Rey-
hoids’s background before sum-
honing him for questioning.

" rievolations that persons in
br close to the White House
bad had a hand in making
bvailable such information to
mpugn Mr. Reynolds’s testi-
nony has caused sharp ecriti-
bism from Republican members
bf Congress and {from some sege'
knents of the press. ' :

within the White House to @i
credit Mr. Reynolds's testimon
concerning the Fift of a ster

phonie phonograph to Preside
Joanson in 1937, when he w
the Senate “Democratic. leadey..

iied that anyone in the White
[Touse toolr part in making

pir. Reynolds. ;
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- The White House press sec-:
fretary, Pierre Salinger, has de-

bvailable the information about
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